Curacao

<0>  Plan:

One day to Willemstad downtown

One day to Shete Boka National Park & lunch at Jaanchies (or early dinner, before 7pm, because it closes early.  But no bird in the evening I think)
One day to National Christoffelpark
One day to Sea Aquarium (expensive)
<1>

[image: image1.png]CAPITAL: Willemstad

DEPARTURE TAX: US $20 for international departures (usually added
to the cost of your airline ticket). $16 for travel within the Netherlands
Antilles.

DRIVING: Traffic travels on the right side of the road, as in the US, Can-
ada, and most of Burope. Valid foreign and international driver’s licenses
are accepted. International road signs are used. Right turns on red lights
are not allowed.

ELECTRICITY: The electrical voltage is 110-130 AC (50 cycles). Most
outlets accept the same plugs used in North America. Electrical items
from North America will function on this voltage, but not perfectly. Timing
devices will not be accurate and heating appliances, such as hairdryers,
may overheat. Use a surge protector for computers, and charge underwa-
ter strobes and videos at dive or photo shops with regulated systems. Most
plugs are the same as those in North America, though older hotels may
have European plugs. Adapter plugs are available on the island
EMERGENCY: Police and fire department, ambulance, hospital, and
Coast Guard, = 911.

‘GAS STATIONS: Gas stations are conveniently located on the ring road
around Willemstad and along the main roads throughout the island. Pay
before you fill up. Most stations accept credit cards and will convert prices
to US dollars and accept dollars as payment. Only a few stations stay open
late in the evening or on Sundays, so fill up Monday-Saturday between 7
am and 9 pm.




<2>
Sea Aquarium - http://www.curacao-sea-aquarium.com/en/
     Adult   $21 - prices do include 9% sales tax.
     Monday - Sunday
     8:00 am - 5:00 pm
     Not too far away from Curacao Marriott Beach Resort & Emerald Casino more 
<3>
Shete Boka National Park - http://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g147278-d2619383-Reviews-Shete_Boka_National_Park-Willemstad_Curacao.html
“I was really enjoying the birds at the sugar feeder. Here are a few of the Bananaquits.  Another bird from the park is the Black-faced Grassquit. It seems like a weird name for this cute bird. It is considered a Tanager and is known to breed along the coast of Venezuela. The male is olive green above and has a black head and breast. The female and the immature are dull olive-gray and paler gray underparts.”    src
- relatively cheap entrance fee ($5.50 for car)
- we parked in the parking lot and did walk the trails! if you are planning on doing this bring WATER because it does get hot! we brought a camelpak which was definately enough. 
- also fairly windy, bring a hat which won't blow away, sunscreen as well
- plenty of trails, we didn't elect to get a map (which was $1) but on second thought should have gotten it since we were walking around and there was limited signs
- beautiful rock formation, cliffs with large splashing water
- from parking lot can walk easily to Boca Tabla- underwater cavern 
- Walked the Boca Wandomi trail which was beautiful and made it to the natural bridge
- got back to the car and drove to Boca Pistol and Boca Kaiki. Boca pistol had huge water splashes which was spectacular, and Boca Kaiki was a nice beach/ cave 
- Worth the stop!

Visited August 2014
Distance: 35.0 km, 32 mins
[image: image2.png]Driving directions to Shete Boka
National Park

Curacao Marriott Beach Resort & Emerald
Casino

John F. Kennedy Boulevard

Willemstad, Curagao

1. Head northwest toward Piscaderaweg
2. Continue onto Piscaderaweg
3. Tum right to stay on Piscaderaweg

4. Atthe roundabout, take the 2nd ext onto
Helmin Magno Wiels Boulevard

5. Continue onto Weg Naar Westpunt
Go through 1 roundabout

6. Slight left
Destination will be on the right

Shete Boka National Park
Boca Tabla ZIN
Willemstad, Curagao
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2015 update version:
[image: image3.png]R via Weg Naar Westpunt 40 min
40 min without traffc - Show traffc 36.6km

Curacao Marriott Beach Resort & Emerald Casino

> Drive along Helmin Magno Wiels Boulevard and Juan
Hatoweg

13 min (82 km)

> Drive along Weg Naar Westpunt

n  Slight left
@ Destination will be on the right

Shete Boka National Park, Boca Tabla Z/N





Details of first 13 min (8.2km):

[image: image4.png]13 min (82 km)

1 Head northwest toward Piscaderaweg

9 Tumleft toward Piscaderaweg
160m

P Tum right toward Piscaderaweg
sam

P Tumright onto Piscaderaweg
70m

@ Atthe roundabout, take the 2nd exit onto Helmin
Magno Wiels Boulevard

2km
P Tumright
11km
9 Tumleft onto Juan Hatoweg
1.0km

9 Tumleftonto Jan Noorduynweg

s00m
™ Turnright
N Slight left

16km
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After leaving Jan Noorduynweg, enter into Weg naar Westpunt bij Juan Domingo.

Street view of Weg naar Westpunt bij Juan Domingo:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M1fcScdPPVw  (from www.villa-uno-curacao.com)
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<4>

Jaanchies is a local island restaurant located in Westpunt, Curacao. I had read reviews on Trip Advisor before leaving home on this restaurant, so I knew exactly what to expect. I was going there to see Jaanchies birds. Boy, was I pleased, it is a quaint place with bird feeders hanging all around the open air restaurant. It was extremely hard to eat when my eyes were following all the birds around the restaurant.

Here is a list of some of the birds we saw at Jaanchies: lots of Troupials, lots of Trupical Kacho, Bare-eyed pigeons and amazing numbers of Bananaquits. Outside of the restaurant were chickens and we saw some more green parakeets.   I LOVE JAANCHIES...I would highly recommend this restaurant.

[image: image8.png]Getdirections | My places = | oo

Weg Naar Westpunt 39.8 km, 35 mins
Driving directions to Sabana Westpunt,
Curagao

‘Curacao Marriott Beach Resort & Emerald
Casino

John F. Kennedy Boulevard

Willemstad, Curagao

1. Head northwest toward Piscaderaweg
2. Continue onto Piscaderaweg
3. Tum right to stay on Piscaderaweg

4. Atthe roundabout, take the 2nd ext onto
Helmin Magno Wiels Boulevard

5. Continue onto Weg Naar Westpunt
Go through 1 roundabout

Sabana Westpunt
Curacao

et W M

Jaanchies more info

‘Sabana Westpunt
Curagao

+599°9 864 0126
7 reviews

Directions ~ Search nearby Savetomap more~
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<5> The National Christoffelpark (or Christoffel National Park) 
http://www.christoffelpark.org/ 

http://www.fodors.com/world/caribbean/curacao/review-449616.html 

Opening Hours

Mondays to Saturdays: 07.30 AM – 16.00 PM (No admittance after 14.30 PM)
Sundays: 06.00 AM – 15.00 PM (No admittance after 13.30 PM)

* If you want to climb the Christoffel mountain please come in the early morning. Make sure you start the hike before 11.00 o'clock. Due to the hot wheather conditions it is not allowed to start the climb later.

Fees to the Christoffelpark

Adults: Nafl.21 or US$12
Children 6-12 years: Nafl. 7.50 or US$4.50
Children 0-6 years: Free
Group fee: Nafl.15/ US$ 8.50 (groups must consist of 15 people or more)

Combination tickets for Christoffelpark and Savonet Museum*

Adults: Nafl. 28 or US$16

The following rules and regulations are applicable for everyone entering the park:

· Entrance fees and procedures
· Entrance to the park is at your own risk

· Opening hours are from Monday to Saturday 07.30-16.00 and Sunday 06.00-15.00 hrs

· No admittance to the park on Monday-Saturday from 14.30 hrs and Sunday from 13.30 hrs

· Interns working on the island get a discount when showing a contract from "Wereldstage" or company contract

· It is prohibited to enter the park with dogs/cats

· Motorcycles, buggies and large buses are not permitted in the park

· Car routes and hiking trails
· Visitors may not deviate from designated car routes or hiking trails.

· Maximum velocity in the park is 25km/hour.

· Hiking trails cross car routes on several locations. Hikers get preference on the road.

· Wildife 
· Taking animals, plants, rocks, artifacts or any other natural or cultural item is strictly forbidden.

· No non-native animals or plants may be introduced in the park.

· Wildlife must always get preference on the road.

· Other regulations
· The use of fire in the park is prohibited without supervision of a park ranger.

· It is not allowed to throw thrash, including organic materials, in the park.

· Park rangers may search your car to make sure no items are taken from the park.

· Camping may only take place on designated areas.

http://www.tourism-curacao.com/tours/active/jeepsafarinationalpark.htm
A full day off-road 4x4 adventure with our Land Rovers, on the north shore and within the Christoffel National park offers you a awesome way to see the beautiful nature of Curacao. A full day off-road 4x4 adventure with our Land Rovers, in the Christoffel National park offers you a awesome way to seeing the beautiful nature of Curacao.
You will be picked up at your hotel and given a briefing and safety instructions by our guide/driven in reference to driving in open vehicles, specifically in the "wild Curacao" terrain. Your off road adventure starts at the San Pedro heights/HATO planes where you will get a lot of information about the island and it’s nature, including a visit to the famous "Which craft" cave. After enjoying a lunch (meals not included), we will enter the main park.
The Christoffel National Park is a combination of beautiful nature and amazing historical sites from the time of the slave trade and huge slave plantations. We will also drive through an off road area filled with orchids, birds of prey and sometimes even deer. Other highlights of the tour are some amazing views some of them more than a 1000 feet above sea level.
	Price
	US$99

	When
	On request

	Time
	9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m

	Including
	Driver/guide, tour and information on the island, off road safari experience, desert tour, entrance fee Christoffel National park, historical tour at plantation, orchid route, viewing points. Water.
Lunch stop - (lunch itself not included)


(6) Jaanchies
Phone: 599-9-7475555;  Open for lunch and dinner;  Local authentic cuisine served in a cozy restaurant in an indoor and garden like setting.  

http://www.tripadvisor.com/Restaurant_Review-g1724323-d1046541-Reviews-Jaanchies_Restaurant-Sabana_Westpunt_Curacao.html 

“Tourist Prices but Good Food”
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Reviewed August 14, 2014
Im sorry while the owner seems nice and does indeed just tell you what they have for the day you cant help but feeling you are getting the tourist rates as he asks where you are from, where your parents are from, where your grandparents from almost as if he is searching for a reason to give you a local price but me just being plain ol American didnt work. 

I guess if you ask he will tell you a price prior to eating but we didnt. I had no clue how much I was going to pay. At the end is when I became assured I was getting tourist prices as the lady I was with paid first, he asked her what did she have she said the the fish and shrimp, he replies didnt you have a drink as well? she says yes, he says ok $20 american dollars, she goes im not american how much in guilders he tells her. Hearing this, when it got to my turn I said I had the same thing she had but not drinks just water, he goes it doesnt matter $20. Well if it just $20 period why did you bother to ask her if she had something to drink??

The fish was good, by far the best was the shrimp in the garlic sauce that was fantastic, there is also a spicy vinegar and onion concoction that was tasty with it, rice and beans so so but good.

Visited August 2014
Playa Porto Marie
From Curacao Marriott Beach Resort & Emerald Casino, John F. Kennedy Boulevard, Willemstad, Curaçao to the beach:
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Turn  left on to Weg naar St Willibrordus. Drive 4.7km:
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Turn left.  Turn left:
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Flamingo's at Saltlake "Jan Kok"
http://www.tripadvisor.com/LocationPhotoDirectLink-g147278-d3724023-i59558241-Martin_Travel_Tours_Private_Tours-Willemstad_Curacao.html 

http://media-cdn.tripadvisor.com/media/photo-s/03/8c/c9/0b/martin-travel-tours-private.jpg
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Flamingo Sanctuary Sint Willibrordus

“Nice, But Lock Up Your Valuables!”
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Reviewed August 12, 2015
We came here as the sun was setting, which made for some great pictures. We were warned, though, it is not the best of areas and there are a lot of break-ins to cars as seen by all the glass on the ground. Our guide even told us stories of his friends having their car being broken into. 

There are dirt trails to walk on and the area is quite scenic. At the time we were there, there were only a handful of flamingos in the water and quite a distance away. Even with our 35X zoom lens, they were hard to capture. 

If you are in the area, I would definitely say to stop by and check it out. Just make sure you take all your valuables with you.
Visited July 2015
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g3754516-d4509315-Reviews-Flamingo_Sanctuary_Sint_Willibrordus-Willibrordus_Curacao.html 
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http://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g147277-d2169453-Reviews-Playa_Lagun-Curacao.html
