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Crimson-bellied woodpecker (Sachatamia reserve) 
Gray-breasted mountain-toucan (Guango lodge) 

On the way to Yanacocha 
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This was my first trip in South America (2
nd

 in the neotropics). I built my 23-day itinerary with the help of online 
trip reports, the “guide to birdwatching in Ecuador and the Galapagos islands” & the Lonely Planet. I preferred 
doing it that way, using local guides from times to times, than using the services of birding tour operators (more 
expensive for 2 weeks than what it cost me for 23 days – a bit less than 2000$). Everything went really well, 
this was one of my favourite birding trips.  
 

REFERENCES 

Books 

• “The birds of Ecuador” (Field Guide) by Robert S. Ridgely & Paul J. Greenfield (Helm Field Guides) 

• “A guide to birdwatching in Ecuador and the Galapagos islands” by Williams, Best & Heijnen. The book 
is unfortunatly out of print. 

• “Ecuador & the Galapagos islands” (7
th

 edition, 2006) - Lonely Planet travel guide 

Sounds 

• The excellent Xeno Canto website: http://www.xeno-canto.org where you can find sounds from more 
than 3.000 neotropical birds species! 

• “The Birds of Northwest Ecuador, Volume I: The Upper Foothills and Subtropics” 3-CD set by John V. 
Moore, Paul Coopmans, Robert S. Ridgely and Mitch Lysinger (John V. Moore Nature Recordings) 

• “Birds of the Ecuadorian Highlands” 4-CD set by Niels Krabbe, John V. Moore, Paul Coopmans, Mitch 
Lysinger and Robert S. Ridgely (John V. Moore Nature Recordings) 

• “Songs of the Antbirds” 3-CD set by Phyllis R. Isler and Bret M. Whitney (Cornell Laboratory of 
Ornithology) 

Trip reports, articles,... 

• “Birding trip to Ecuador: August 3
rd

 – September 25
th 

2006” by Herman “Billy” David (excellent report, 
full of practical informations) 

• “Two Go Mad in Ecuador - An Antpitta Odyssey - February 2006“ by Chris Gooddie 
http://surfbirds.com/trip_report.php?id=878 

• “Ecuador (incl. a few sites in coastal Peru) – 2001” by Frank E. Rheindt 
http://www.birdtours.co.uk/tripreports/ecuador/ecuador10/ecuador-2001.htm[ 

• “Antpitta paradise” by Chris Collins (Neotropical birding). The article is available online at: 
http://www.neotropicalbirdclub.org/articles/neobirding/neobirding2.pdf 

• http://www.travellingbirder.com 

• http://www.fatbirder.com 

 

Special thanks to David Herman who sent me his trip report and a copy of the “Guide to birdwatching in 
Ecuador and the Galapagos islands”. 
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ITINERARY 

The West Slope (cf. map 1, p. 5) 

• July 14: Quito - NONO - BELLAVISTA LODGE 

• July 15: BELLAVISTA LODGE 

• July 16: PAZ DE LAS AVES REFUGIO & MINDO 

• July 17: MANGALOMA RESERVE & MIRADOR DE LOS BANCOS 

• July 18: MILPE  

• July 19: RIO SILANCHE 

• July 20: MILPE 

• July 21: MINDO AREA (Septimo Paraiso,...) 

• July 22: MINDO AREA (Mindo Loma & Sachatamia) 

• July 23: MINDO AREA (Cascada de Nambillo,...) 

The Northern Andes 

• July 24: YANACOCHA - Quito 

• July 25: Quito - PAPALLACTA - GUANGO LODGE 

The East Slope (cf. map 5, p. 17) 

• July 26: GUANGO LODGE & MAGIC ROUNDABOUT LODGE (Las Palmas) 

• July 27: SAN ISIDRO 

• July 28: SAN ISIDRO  

• July 29: GUACAMAYOS RIDGE 

• July 30: SAN ISIDRO - Quito 

The Amazon 

• July 31: Quito - Coca - SANI LODGE (Napo, Amazon) 

• August 1: SANI LODGE 

• August 2: SANI LODGE 

• August 3: SANI LODGE 

• August 4: SANI LODGE 

• August 5: SANI LODGE - Quito 
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Saturday, July 14: QUITO – NONO – BELLAVISTA LODGE 

I arrived in Quito at 08:00 am, after a very long flight from Amsterdam. Marcelo Arias* (bird guide) was there to 
pick me up. We immediatly quited Quito in direction of the Bellavista lodge, via the old Nono to Mindo road (cf. 
map 1). We birded on the way and got some nice birds: Black-chested buzzard-eagle, Streak-throated bush-
tyrant, Great thrush (very common), Black-crested warbler, Masked & black flowerpiercers, Scarlet-bellied 
mountain-tanager,...  

We arrived at the Bellavista lodge (altitude: ± 2.000 m) around 2 pm, two Toucan barbets & hummingbirds 
(Speckled hummingbird, Booted racket-tail, Purple-throated woodstar, Andean emerald, Sparkling violetear, 
Collared inca, Sapphire-vented puffleg & Buff-tailed coronet) welcomed us. I putted my bags in the room while 
Marcelo went back to Mindo. I birded alone the rest of the afternoon and saw a Plate-billed mountain-toucan as 
well as a male Green-and-black fruiteater. Along the road, some flocks were quickly moving from trees to trees 
(Montane woodcreeper, Pearled treerunner, Black-and-white becard, Red-eyed vireo, Russet-crowned wrabler, 
Three-striped warbler, Slate-throated warbler, Blue-winged mountain-tanager, Grass-green tanager,...) while 
Plain-tailed wrens were singing loudly in the bushes. I also found a group of 4 Sickle-winged guans. As the sun 
went down, I came back to the lodge. 

* Marcelo Arias is a birding guide who’s living in Mindo; he speaks english and has a good knowledge of the 
West slope birds. Rate: 35-40$ / day (without transport). E-mail: marceloguideofbirds@yahoo.com  

  
ROAD NEAR BELLAVISTA PLATE-BILLED MOUNTAIN-TOUCAN 

 
Accomodation: Bellavista lodge [http://bellavistacloudforest.com] - 45 $ / night (with 3 meals) in the communal 
area (but I was alone). This beautiful lodge is situated in the middle of the cloud forest.  

ps: all the hotels prices mentionned in the report are for single rooms.  

Sunday, July 15: BELLAVISTA LODGE 

I birded all the day around the Bellavista lodge (trails & 
road) with Marcelo. We quickly found one of our targets: 
the Tanager finch, great views of 2 birds (very close) 
along a small trail leading to the camping. Chestnut-
crowned antpittas were often heard but we only saw one 
(briefly). Other nice birds observed that day: White-
throated quail-dove, Masked trogon (a pair near the 
restaurant), Powerful woodpecker, Toucan barbet, Plate-
billed toucan, Strong-billed woodcreeper, Streaked 
tuftedcheek, Striped treehunter, Barred becard, Green-
and-black fruiteater, Glossy-black thrush, Blue-capped 
tanager, Beryl-spangled tanager, Blue-and-black 
tanager, Grass-green tanager, Plushcap,... We heard 
the Ocellated tapaculo but the bird never showed up. 

Accomodation: Bellavista lodge. 

 

GRASS-GREEN TANAGER 
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Monday, July 16: PAZ DE LAS AVES REFUGIO + MINDO 

Marcelo picked me up at 5 am at the Bellavista lodge to be at the Paz de las Aves refugio at 6 am (cf. map 1). 
It’s important to make arrangements in advance as Angel Paz (owner) isn’t living permanently at the Refugio 
and access is not allowed without him (phone nr: 211.62.43, he only speaks spanish). It’s also recommended 
to have a 4x4 vehicle (as you’ve to cross 2 streams).  
Together with Marcelo & the Pas borthers, we started with the Cock-of-the-rock lek were 4-5 males were 
dancing & screaming. Toucan barbets and a female Golden-headed quetzal were also seen near the lek. Then 
it was the time for the main attraction: the “antpittas show”. The first one we saw was Maria, a Giant antpitta 
who came eating the worms provided by the Pas brothers (great views but it was difficult to take photos as it’s 
not allowed to use a flash and it’s pretty dark early morning). Then we saw Richard, a cute Yellow-breasted 
antpitta. No sign of the Moustached antpitta… bummer. On the way back, we heard some Dark-backed wood-
quails down in the valley and we stopped at a fruiting tree to look for the Orange-breasted fruiteater which is 
coming most of the days. We spent some time looking at the birds attracted by the fruts: Crimson-rumped 
toucanets and lots of tanagers (& mountain-tanagers): Golden, Golden-naped, Black-capped, Beryl-spangled, 
Flame-faced, Black-chinned & Blue-winged. We also saw a Coati. No sign of the fruiteater, so we quitted the 
spot and stopped at the hummingbird feeders where we saw 13 species (White-bellied woodstar, Booted 
racket-tail, Empress brilliant, Fawn-breasted brilliant, Violet-tailed sylph, Purple-bibbed whitetip, Brown inca,...). 
Back to the car, we ate the breakfast included in the entrance price (10$): plantain bananas fritters, “tomate de 
arbol” salad,... awesome! A Roadside hawk was screaming on the top of a tree while we were eating. We made 
a last try for the fruiteater, we started scanning the fruiting trees with our scopes and we quickly localized a 
beautiful male; a great bird to end up the morning.  

 

COCK-OF-THE-ROCK (male) GIANT ANTPITTA YELLOW-BREASTED ANTPITTA 

Then it was time to go to Mindo. Marcelo told me that it’s possible to see the Sunbittern along the small rivers 
near Mindo. To go to the “Sunbittern spot” (cf. map 2), we walked through open & semi-open areas where we 
saw some (common) birds not seen previously in the forest: Red-faced spinetail, Pacific hornero, Pacific 
antwren, Souhern beardless tyrannulet, Golden-faced tyrannulet, 
Black pheobe, Masked water-tyrant, House wren, Bananaquit, 
Tropical parula, Buff-rumped warbler, Yellow-bellied seedeater,... We 
arrived at the spot, and started walking along the small rivers; we 
found a Sunbittern who quickly ran away when he saw us. On the 
way back, we saw some interesting birds: Hook-billed kite, Little 
cuckoo, White-lined tanager (1 female), Guira tanagers (1 family),...  

Back to the hostal, Marcelo asked me if I would be interested to see 
a Lyre-tailed nightjar...the answer was - of 
course - Yes. A roosting female has 
recently been localized in a small cliff 
close to the town; we went to the site and 
saw this beautiful bird. On the way back, 
Marcelo spotted a Common potoo in the bamboos along the road. While we were 
looking at the potoo, a female Golden-headed quetzal showed up.  Then it was time 
to go back to Mindo to have some rest after this great birding day! 

Accomodation: Pacific Hornero hostal (in Mindo – runned by Marcelo’s family) - 14 
$/night (incl. breakfast). The hostal is quiet, the rooms are comfortable & clean, with 
private bathrooms; good value. For a cheaper hostal, you can try the Rubby hostal 
(Marcelo’s house – rubbyhostal@yahoo.com).   

 

LYRE-TAILED NIGHTJAR (FEMALE) 

 

COMMON POTOO 
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MAP 2: MINDO AREA 

Tuesday, July 17: MANGALOMA RESERVE & MIRADOR DE LOS BANCOS 

Marcelo picked me up at 5 am to go to the Mangaloma reserve (pre-booking is 
essential to visit the reserve - Alejandro Solano : jhalezion@gmail.com / 
entrance fee: 5 $). The reserve is at 45 minutes from Mindo with private 
transportation (cf. map 1).  

En route, we stopped at the crossing of the Mindo road with the Quito - Los 
Bancos road to see the Black-and-white owl (cf. map 1); this bird is present 
most of the nights on the big sign next to the small (abandoned?) police 
station.  

You need a private transporation (4x4 is recommended) to go to Mangaloma; 
once you’ve quit the main road, youv’e to drive 8 km on an unpaved road. 
When we started birding, it started raining and it was getting dark in the forest... 
we saw very few birds, but we got some nice ones: Gray-headed kite (1), 
Wedge-billed woodcreeper, Chestnut-backed antbird, White-flanked antwren, 
Slaty antwren, White-bearded manakin, Long-wattled umbrellabird (1 
female),... Birds were more active in the open areas around the reserve 

(Pacific parrotlet, Bronze-winged 
parrot, Squirrel cuckoo, Pauraque, 
Lineated woodpecker, Golden-
olive woodpecker, Choco toucan, Olive-crowned yellowthroat, 
Bay-headed tanager, White-shouldered tanager, Hooded siskin, 
Yellow-bellied siskin,...). We missed the “star bird” of the reserve: 
the Banded ground-cuckoo. 

We quitted the reserve and stopped at the Mirador de Los Bancos 
restaurant (in Los Bancos) for lunch. The ideal place to get a good 
meal while watching colourful birds at feeders (Crimson-rumped 
toucanet, Red-headed barbet, Green honeycreeper, Orange-
bellied euphonia, Flame-faced tanager, Blue-necked tanager, 
Fawn-breasted tanager, Golden tanager, Silver-throated tanager, 
Rufous-throated tanager,...) – great place to take photos.  

 

CRIMSON-RUMPED TOUCANET 

 

BLACK-AND-WHITE OWL 
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At the end of the afternoon Marcelo dropped me off at the Milpe research station (cf. map 1) where I had 
reserved a bed for 4 nights.  

Accomodation: Milpe research station – 10$/night. The station is runned by the Mindo Cloud Forest Foundation 
[http://www.mindocloudforest.org/mil.htm]. The place to sleep is a communal area on the 2

nd
 floor of the (small) 

station, where you don’t get much more than a bed. There’s a shared bathroom. When I was at the station, 
there were some volunteers sleeping there. The station is bordered by the forest.  
For the food, I paid 15$ to get 2 meals/day during my 4 days in Milpe. The (great) food was cooked by the 
caretaker’s wife, and I was eating at their house (at the entrance of the research station).  
Ps: there’s a small kitchen in the research station, I guess it’s possible to cook if you bring your own food.  

Wednesday, July 18: MILPE  

I birded alone in the Milpe MCF reserve (altitude: ± 
1.100 m) during the morning where I saw a Rufous 
motmot, Wedge-billed woodcreepers, Buff-fronted 
foliage-gleaners, Scaly-throated foliage-gleaners, a 
female Esmeralda’s antbird, a Rufous-breasted 
antthrush (great views, the bird was walking on the 
trail), Masked tityra, Gray-breasted wood-wrens,... 
The longer trail is steep and can be quite difficult 
when it’s muddy (very slippery!). I went down to the 
river where I observed 2 White-capped dippers as 
well as a Green kingfisher. On the way back to the 
research station I saw a group of 7-8 Swallow-tailed 
kites. The end of the morning was spent watching 
the hummingbird feeders (White-whiskered hermit, 
Green thorntail, White-necked jacobin, Green-
crowned brilliant, Green-crowned woodnymph & 
Rufous-tailed hummingbird).  

After lunch I birded along the main road (open areas & forest patches), it started pretty well as I spotted a Tayra 
(pretty big mustelidae) in a tree. Small groups of Maroon-tailed parakeets & Bronze-winged parrots were flying. 
I finally manage to find a male Red-headed barbet (till now, I only saw females). White-tighed & Southern 
rough-winged swallows are numerous in the open areas. Choco toucan (1), Bay wren, Thick-billed euphonia, 
Variable seedeater, Yellow-bellied seedeater, Tricolored brush-finch, Chestnut-capped brush-finch, Orange-
billed sparrow & Black-striped sparrow were also observed along the road. 

Accomodation: Milpe research station.  

Thursday, July 19: RIO SILANCHE 

A worker from the MCF drove me to the Rio Silanche MCF reserve (departure 5:30 am, arrival around 6:30 am) 
– cf. map 1. It’s highly recommended to have a private transportation to go there, as you’ve to quit the main 

road after Pedro Vincente Maldonado and drive 6,5 km on an unpaved 
road (no buses on that road). This is one of the last remaining accessible 
lowland forests (altitude: ± 400-500 m) in the area. 

I started with the canopy tower (15 m), lots of birds were active in the 
canopy and gave good views: Purple-crowned fairy, Lineated woodpecker, 
White-flanked antwren, Slaty antwren, Masked tityra, Purple-throated 
fruitcrow, Green honeycreeper, Blue dacnis, Yellow-tufted dacnis, Orange-
bellied euphonia, 11 species of tanagers (Blue-necked, Gray-and-gold, 
Bay-headed tanager, Rufous-winged, Guira, Scarlet-browed, White-
shouldered, Tawny-crested, Blue-gray, Palm & Lemon-rumped), Yellow-
bellied siskin, Scarlet-rumped cacique,... Rain started falling after 2 hours, I 
went birding in the forest where Chestnut-backed antbirds & Black-headed 
antthruses were vocally active. Before lunch I also saw White-whiskered 
puffbird, Plain-brown woodcreeper, Spotted woodcreeper, Western slaty-
antshrike,... I went back to the tower but I didn’t see any new bird so I 
returned in the forest. I previously heard the characteristic sound of the 
White-bearded manakin in the forest near the tower; I followed that sound 
and got great views of a male (in the scope). Other birds seen during the 
forest walk:  a male Guayaquil woodpecker digging a hole in a big tree, a 
male Western white-tailed trogon singing over the trail, a tiny Scale-crested 

pygmy-tyrant, a pair of Blue-headed parrot looking for fruits in a tree,... Great day despite of the rain. 

Accomodation: Milpe research station 

 
THE RIVER IN THE MILPE MCF RESERVE 

 
GUAYAQUIL WOODPECKER (male) 
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Friday, July 20: MILPE 

Milpe is known to be one of the best sites to see the localised Moss-backed tanager (Choco endemic). As I 
failed finding the tanager the previous days, I went birding along the road where the tanager is supposed to be 
easier to spot than in the forest. I found a big tree full of fruits, 200 m from the research station, where lots of 
birds were taking their “breakfast”: tanagers (Swallow, Gray-and-gold, Bay-headed, Flame-faced, Golden, 
Silver-throated, Rufous-throated, Blue-gray- Palm, Lemon-rumped) plus a pair of Green honeycreepers and a 
Toucan barbet. I quickly localized a Moss-backed tanager, the bird stayed 10 minutes in the tree and gave 
really great views (in the scope). Then I went in the forest (Mannakin trail), very few birds were active (Spotted 
barbtail, Ornate flycatcher, Gray-breasted wood-wren,...). On the way back to the research station, I saw 2 
Barred hawks flying overhead.   

After lunch I walked again on the road, and 2 school kids invited me to look birds in their propriety. The forest 
was degraded and I only saw one new bird (Smoky-brown woodpecker) but they were really nice and their 
grandmother offered me a great juice. After that, I walked back to the research station, it started raining but lots 
of birds were active in the trees along the road (flocks with Spotted woodcreeper, Buff-fronted & Scaly-throated 
foliage-gleaner, Dusky bush-tanager, Yellow-throated bush-tanager, Ochre-breasted tanager,...). At the end of 
the day I went back to the fruiting tree: the Moss-backed tanager was there again, eating fruits, as well as a 
beautiful Glistening-green tanager.  

Accomodation: Milpe research station 

Saturday, July 21: RETURN TO MINDO 

I woke up early to catch a bus to Mindo, I waited more than 30 minutes 
before one showed up. There’re no buses going directly to Mindo; you’ve to 
pick up a bus to Quito and get out at the Mindo turnoff (0,5 $). From there 
you can walk or take a “taxi” (a pick-up is waiting for people – 0,5$ if it’s 
shared with other people); Mindo is approx. 7 km from the junction. I decided 
to go by walk to watch birds en route. On the way I stopped at the Septimo 
Paraiso reserve/hotel (http://www.septimoparaiso.com - entrance: 5$ valid for 
3 days – cf. map 1) to watch the hummingbird feeders (14 species) and 
birded in the forest; it was very quiet (few birds: Red-headed barbet, Long-
tailed antbird, Golden-winged mannakin, White-winged tanager,...). I spent 
the rest of the morning at the hummingbird feeders. Then I went back on the 
road and walked in direction of Mindo. A car picked me up on the way and 
drove me to Mindo.  

 

THE FOREST NEAR THE SEPTIMO PARAISO LODGE  

After a pizza (4,5 $ with a drink), I went birding around Mindo the rest of the afternoon. I walked along the road 
going to the Mindo Garden hotel (cf. map 2), open areas with, from times to times, forest patches (Squirrel 

 

VIOLET-TAILED SYLPH 
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cuckoo, Golden-headed quetzal, Crimson-rumped toucanet, Golden-olive & Smoky-brown woodpeckers, Red-
faced spinetail, Cinnamon & Black-and-white becards, Bay-headed tanager,...). On the way back I added a 
new bird to my list: the Scarlet-backed woodpecker, a beautiful small woodpecker.  

Accomodation: Pacific Hornero hostal. 

Sunday, July 22: MINDO AREA (Mindo Loma & Sachatamia) 

Marcelo picked me up with his car around 5:45 am, we did a first stop at the Mindo turnoff (cf. map 1). There’s 
a small police station at that place and they generally let the light open all night long. Lots of moths are 
attracted by the light and, early morning, birds are showing up to eat the insects (Masked trogon, Toucan 
barbet, Strong-billed woodcreeper, Dusky-capped flycatcher,...).  

After enjoying the birds eating moths, we drove the 5-6 km to the Mindo Loma reserve/lodge (entrance: 5$ - 
http://www.mindolomacloudforest.com - cf. map 1). As Marcelo had nothing planned this morning he stayed 
with me. The hummingbird feeders attract nice species such as Velvet-purple coronet & Empress brilliant (+ 
they’re not shy at all!). The bananas are eaten by Golden-naped tanagers, Blue-winged mountain tanagers 
(numerous) & Black-chinned mountain-tanagers (one of the best places to see that bird, also possible at the 
Pas de las Aves reserve). A Yellow-vented woodpecker was also seen in the trees near the feeders. A short 
walk in the forest didn’t bring anything new except two Green-fronted lancebills and a Narino tapaculo.  

  
BLUE-WINGED MOUNTAIN TANAGER BLACK-CHINNED MOUNTAIN-TANAGER 

   
GOLDEN-NAPED TANAGER YELLOW-VENTED WOODPECKER VELVET-PURPLE CORONET 

Afterwards, Marcelo dropped me off at the Sachatamia reserve / lodge (altitude: 1.700 m - 
http://www.sachatamia.com - entrance: 3$ - cf. map 1), I started with the feeders and took photos of Orange-
bellied euphonias, Toucan barbets, Golden tanagers,... Then I went in the forest, I followed the main trail and 
saw very few (common) birds (Ornate flycatcher, Slate-throated whitestart,...). I noticed a small trail going up 
and I decided to take it, it was very muddy & steep. When I arrived at the “summit” I heard a call I never heard 
before; I started looking around and saw a large woodpecker flying away. After some efforts, I finally got great 
views of the woodpecker (2 birds - one quicky left but the other one stayed in full view for more than 10 
minutes) ; mainly black & white with a red crest and a red belly: Crimson bellied-woodpecker. I got the time to 
take some photos of this beautiful bird. According to the “Birds Of Ecuador” (field guide), this species occurs to 
800 m on the West slope, but Sachatamia reserve is 1.700m high!  

To end up the morning, I went back to the lodge to take more photos of birds at the feeders (ps: they’ve also 
great hummingbird feeders with Velvet-purple coronet,...). 
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CRIMSON-BELLIED WOODPECKER 

 

SACHATAMIA RESERVE 
 

TOUCAN BARBET 

 

ORANGE-BELLIED EUPHONIA 

Around midday, rain started to fall; I took a taxi to go back to Mindo (4 $). I spent the rest of the afternoon at the 
hostal as the rain didn’t stop. 

Accomodation: Pacific Hornero hostal. 

Monday, July 23: MINDO AREA (Cascada de Nambillo,...) 

I birded all day with Marcelo, we left Mindo early morning to be at the cascada de Nambillo around 6 am (it’s 
not far but it takes 40 minutes as the road is bad / 2h30 by walk – cf. maps 2 & 3). We saw a few Pauraques on 
the way. The cascada is a good site for Torrent duck, White-tailed hillstar & Olive finch (if the door to access to 
the cascada is closed, ring the bell and someone will come to open it – the entrance fee is 1$). The ducks 
didn’t show up but we saw the 2 other species as well as a female Cock-of-the-rock, 1 Golden-crowned 
flycatcher, 2 White-capped dippers,... (ps: it’s highly recommended to be at the cascada early morning, before 
the tourists). We went back to the road, and birded along it (nice forest): Red-billed parrots were flying, Masked 
trogon (2 males and a female), Broad-billed & Rufous motmots, one Choco toucan and a group of 4-5 
Chestnut-mandibled toucans, Pale-mandibled araçari, Smoky-brown woodpecker, Streak-capped treehunter, 
Metallic-green tanager, Russet-backed oropendola,... We missed the Club-winged manakin, as males aren’t 
displaying at the lek in July (there’s a lek along the road). Marcelo spotted a Black solitaire, an uncommon bird, 
generally difficult to observe. He was very happy as he never saw that bird before.  

  
PALE-MANDIBLED ARAÇARI OLIVE FINCH 
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MAP 3: CASCADA DE NAMBILLO 

We went back to Mindo for lunch. Afterwards we decided to look for the Fasciated tiger-heron. We started with 
the site where we saw the Sunbittern a few days ago, unfortunately lots of people were walking along the 
streams, and we didn’t see anything. Then we went to a pisciculture (approx. 10 km from Mindo) where there’s 
a small restaurant with hummingbird feeders (8 species: White-whiskered hermit, Green thorntail, Purple-
throated woodstar, White-bellied woodstar, White-necked jacobin, Green-crowned brilliant, Green-crowned 
woodnymph & Brown violetear). Striated herons are common near the ponds. I noticed an other heron in a tree, 
larger than the Striated & dark capped, a sub-adult Black-crowned night-heron. Marcelo had apparently never 
seen this species in the Mindo area. According to the “Birds of Ecuador” (field guide), that heron is only found 
in the lowlands, below 400 m (except a few records from boreal migrants (?) in the Imbabura province, in 
northern Ecuador). If anyone has informations about the statue of this heron on the West slope, let me know. 
The pisciculture is bordered by a river, a good site for the Fasciated tiger-heron. We saw a Sunbittern as well 
as a Snowy egret, Torrent tyrannulets and a Ringed kingfisher but no sign of the tiger-heron.  

Accomodation: Pacific Hornero hostal. 

  
THE RIVER NEAR THE PISCICULTURE BLACK-CROWNED NIGHT-HERON 
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Tuesday, July 24: YANACOCHA 

Very early departure from Mindo 
(3:45 am) to arrive at the 
Yanacocha reserve around 6 
am (beautiful landscape on the 
way). This reserve (entrance 
fee: 5 $) was established to 
protect the critically endangered 
Black-breasted Puffleg. It was 
very cold when we arrived (the 
altitude of the reserve ranges 
from 3400 to 4000 m); too cold 
for the birds that remained 
hidden until 7 am, when the sun 
finally showed up. We saw 2 
Andean guans that we showed 
to an other group of birders. 
Five minutes later they showed 
us an Andean pygmy-owl. It was 
sunny when we arrived at the hummingbird feeders, 9 species were drinking sweetened water (Shining 
sunbeam, Great sapphirewing, Buff-winged starfrontlet, Mountain velevtbreast, Sapphire-vented puffleg, 
Golden-breasted puffleg, Rainbow-bearded thornbill, Sword-billed hummingbird & Tyrian metaltail – no sign of 
the Black-breasted puffleg) + lots of Masked & Glossy flowerpiercers. We went birding in the forest and picked 
up some nice birds: Bar-bellied woodpecker, Rufous antpitta, Unicoloured tapaculo (heard only), Black-capped 
tyrannulet, Barred fruiteater (1), Rufous wren, Blue-backed conebill, Black-chested mountain-tanager, 
Superciliaried hemispingus,... On the way back to the car, we saw a very cooperative Tawny antpitta. Less than 
5 minutes after leaving Yanacocha, Marcelo spotted a Red-crested cotinga in a tree along the road. The bird 
stayed on the tree more than 5 minutes, and we got the time to take a few photos. Yanacocha is a beautiful 
reserve (close to Quito), not to be missed to see highlands species. It’s recommended to visit the reserve 
during the morning as fog quickly covers the reserve around midday.  

   
ANDEAN PYGMY-OWL TAWNY ANTPITTA RED-CRESTED COTINGA 

  
YANACOCHA RESERVE 

At the beginning of the afternoon Marcelo drove me to Quito (Folklore hotel); I stayed in my room the rest of the 
afternoon ‘cause I had a headache. 

Accomodation: Folklore hotel in Quito [http://www.folklorehotel.com] – 19$/night (incl. breakfast). 
The hotel is in a quiet neighborhood of Quito. Each room has a private bathroom, tv,... Good value.  

 
ON THE WAY TO YANACOCHA 
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Wednesday, July 25: PAPALLACTA & GUANGO LODGE 

Marcelo’s brother picked me up at the hotel around 5:20 am, we arrived at the Papallacta pass around 6:15 
am. We started with the antennas area (approx. 4.200 m), where it’s possible to see Rufous-bellied 
seedsnipes. Unfortunately the weather was so bad (snow & wind!) that we didn’t see anything. We went a bit 
lower, in direction of the Papallacta village (got Tawny antpitta, Bar-winged cinclodes, Black-chested mountain-
tanager,… on the way). We stopped at a lake near the village where we saw Yellow-billed pintails, Andean 
teals & a single Andean gull. The polylepis forest near the lake was very quiet (Superciliaried hemispingus, 
Cinereous conebill,…). Very few birds so we decided to quit Papallacta.  

Marcelo’s brother dropped me off at the Guango lodge (10-15 minutes drive from the Papallacta village) before 
going back to Quito. The lodge lies at about 2.700 m. I birded along the river close to the lodge the rest of the 
morning (Inca jay, Turquoise jay, Torrent tyrannulet, Hooded mountain-tanager,...). The river looks good for 
Torrent ducks, but I didn’t find one… Back to the lodge, I watched the hummingbirds at the feeders; 10 species 
showed up: the spectacular Sword-billed hummingbird as well as White-bellied woodstar,  Collared Inca, Buff-
winged starfrontlet, Long-tailed sylph, Chestnut-breasted coronet, Mountain velvetbreast, Tyrian metaltail, 
Tourmaline sunangel & Speckled hummingbird. Mountain wren & Masked flowerpiercer are also common birds 
in the lodge garden.  

After lunch I decided to explore the forest trails (on the other side of the road). I started with the western part of 
the “Mountain track” (cf. map 4): one of the first birds I saw a Stripe-headed brush-finch walking on the ground, 
then I heard a Spillmann’s tapaculo. I played the song with my iPod and 10 seconds later I saw a bird jumping 
out of the dark... a Rufous antpitta! 5 seconds later, the tapaculo showed up, 1 meter from the antpitta ! The 
trail isn’t very long as parts of the forest were cut down and converted into pastures. I decided to enter in the 
pasture as I spotted a group of Northern mountain-cacique in one of the remaining trees. Most of the trees had 
fruits and attracted birds (Lacrimose, Black-chested & Scarlet-bellied mountain-tanagers, Grass-green 
tanager,…) which were easier to observe than in the forest. That’s where I found two Gray-breasted mountain-
toucans eating fruits. They gave superb views. I ended the day with the eastern part of the “Mountain track”; I 
met a mixed flock of Montane woodcreepers, Pearled treerunners, Cinnamon flycatchers, Black-crested 
warblers, Spectacled whitestarts, Gray-headed bush-tanagers, Slaty bush-tanagers,… All those birds were 
actively looking for food before the night. A Chestnut-crowned antpitta was singing in a small bush along the 
trail; it took me a long time to see that bird. On the way back to the lodge, I met an Andean guan family (with 
chicks).  

Accomodation: Guango lodge [http://cabanasanisidro.com/pages/guango_lodge.htm] – 85$/night (with 3 
meals). This is a really nice lodge situated along the Quito – Baeza road. The food is great. There’re lots of 
hummingbird feeders and trails allow you to explore the forest (on the other side of the road) & open areas 
(river,...). 

  
PASTURES WITH TREES AT THE END OF THE 

WESTERN OF THE “MOUNTAIN TRACK” 
GRAY-BREASTED MOUNTAIN-TOUCAN 
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HUMMINGBIRDS AT GUANGO LODGE 

    
TYRIAN METALTAIL COLLARED INCA SWORD-BILLED HUMMINGBIRD CHESTNUT-BREASTED CORONET 

 

 

 

MAP 4: GUANGO LODGE AREA 
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Thursday, July 26: GUANGO LODGE & MAGIC ROUNDABOUT LODGE (Las Palmas) 

I went back to the “Mountain track” around 6:00 am, I also explored the “Farm path” (grassland with trees, 
surrounded by forest). Lots of birds were active, I saw (or heard) most of the birds I saw the day before (Gray-
breasted mountain-toucans, Rufous & Chestnut-crowned antpittas, Spillmann’s tapaculo,…) as well as a 
Smoky bush-tyrant, Rufous-breasted chat-tyrant, Brown-bellied swallow, Blue-and-black tanager, Buff-breasted 
mountain-tanager, Black-capped & Black-eared hemispingus, Pale-naped brush-finch,… I ended up the 
morning at the hummingbird feeders.  

After lunch, I took a bus to Las Palmas (a small village near San Isidro – cf. map 5); approx. 1h (2$). You can 
take any bus going to Tena, via Baeza (the lodge is situated 12 km south). I stayed at the Magic Roundabout 
lodge with beautiful views over the Quijos valley. I spent the rest of the afternoon in the secondary forest in the 
back of the lodge. The trails are very muddy! I got the Sickle-winged guan, Powerful woodpecker, Crested 
quetzal, Slaty-backed chat-tyrant, Blue-necked tanager, Subtropical cacique,… during that walk. I went back to 
the lodge “covered” by mud. Before night falls, I walked down to the river and got great views of a pair of 
Torrent ducks (+ Torrent tyrannulet & White-capped dipper).  

Accomodation: Magic Roundabout lodge in Las Palmas [http://www.magicroundabout.info] – 10 $/night (+ 10 $ 
for breakfast, packed lunch & dinner/day). This is great place if you can’t afford the San Isidro lodge. The 
rooms are basic (but what do you need except a bed? ;-) and there’re 2 shared bathrooms. There’s a huge 
room with a bar, tv & dvd’s, books, pool table,... 
 

 

 

MASKED FLOWERPIERCER (GUANGO LODGE) 

 

THE “FARM PATH” NEAR GUANGO LODGE TORRENT DUCK NEAR MAGIC ROUNDABOUT LODGE 
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Friday, July 27: SAN ISIDRO 

I went down to the road around 6:00 am to pick up a bus to the entrance road to San Isidro (take any bus going 
south, and ask to the driver to drop you off at the San Isidro entrance road, just before the village of Cosanga); 
the bus showed up around 6:20 (bus ride: 10 minutes / 0,25$). Then it’s a 3 km walk to the San Isidro 
reserve/lodge (altitude: ± 2.000 m) - cf. map 5. Rain started to fall heavily when I entered the reserve 
(http://cabanasanisidro.com - entrance: 10 $) - 
It’s the rainy season on the eastern slope 
during summer. I waited at the hummingbird 
feeders under a small roof (Gorgeted 
woodstar - 1 female, Fawn-breasted brilliant, 
Collared inca, Bronzy inca, Sparkling violetear 
& Chestnut-breasted coronet). The rain didn’t 
stop until the beginning of the afternoon. Nice 
birds seen during the afternoon: Inca jay 
(common), Emerald toucanet, Crimson-
mantled woodpecker, Olive-backed & 
Montane woodcreepers, Streaked 
tuftedcheek, Long-tailed antbird, Rufos-
crowned tody-flycatcher, glossy-black thrush, 
Bluish flowerpiercer, Tanagers (flame-faced, 
beryl-spangled, black-capped, saffron-
crowned,…),… I met the american lady who’s 
managing the San Isidro lodge and I arranged 
a bird guide for the following day. At the end of 
the day, I walked back to the main road and 
took a bus to Las Palmas.  

Accomodation: Magic Roundabout lodge (Las Palmas). 

Saturday, July 28: SAN ISIDRO  

Early start from Las Palmas, 05:30 am at the bus stop, the bus showed up around 5:50 and I was at the San 
Isidro lodge at 6:40, where I met my guide (Marcelo – bird guide of the San isidro lodge, 15$/day). We started 
with the “antpittas show” (following the success of the Pas de las Aves reserve – cf. 16

th
 July, San Isido’s 

people started to feed the antpittas around the lodge to attract them). We started with the Chestnut-crowned 
antpittas, 2 very tame birds came at less than 2 meters on the trail (and it took me almost one hour to get a 
quick view of that bird at the Guango lodge!). The second species is the White-bellied antpitta; we got great 
views of a bird (shier than the Chestnut-capped) together with a group of swedish birders. We spent the rest of 
the day in the forest & along the road leading to Las Caucheras (Highland motmot, Rufous spinetail, Bicolored 
antvireo, Black-billed peppershrike, Andean solitaire,…). Marcelo is a a young & enthusiast bird guide, it’s 
worth birding with him if you’re not familiar with eastern slopes birds (ps: he only speaks spanish). The weather 
was better than the day before: dry & sunny during the morning, dry but windy & cloudy the afternoon.  
Return to Las Palmas by bus at the end of the day. 

Accomodation: Magic Roundabout lodge (Las Palmas). 
 

  

CHESTNUT-CROWNED ANTPITTA WHITE-BELLIED ANTPITTA 

 

 
THE VIEW FROM THE MAGIC ROUNDABOUT 
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Sunday, July 29: GUACAMAYOS 

Guacamayos (2.200 m) is great birding site near San Isidro, it’s a bit higher so it’s possible to see different 
birds. I took the bus around 5:50 am and asked to the bus driver to drop me off at the “Mirador de la Virgen” 
(where the trail starts – cf. map 5), the bus ride takes approx. 20 minutes from Las Palmas / 0,50 $ (& 10 
minutes from Cosanga). The weather wasn’t very good, I got rain & fog most of the day (this area is notoriously 
wet all year long). Despite those bad conditions, I saw nice birds: Andean guan, White-throated quail-dove, 
Greenish puffleg, Greater scythebill (1), Montane foliage-gleaner, Bicolored antvireo (great views of a male), 
Equatorial rufous-vented tapaculo, Bronze-olive pygmy-tyrant, Dusky piha, Green-and-black fruiteater, Sepia-
brown wren, Chestnut-breasted wren, Golden-eyed flowerpiercer, Orange-eared tanager (1 male),... as well as 
a small group (2-3) of noisy White-capped tanagers, a species I really wanted to see. I went back to Las 
Palmas in the middle of the afternoon.  

Accomodation: Magic Roundabout lodge (Las Palmas). 

 
GUACAMAYOS FOREST 

Monday, July 30: SAN ISIDRO - QUITO  

This was my last day on the eastern slope; as usual I took an early bus to go to the entrance road to San Isidro. 
I spent a few hours in the San Isidro reserve. Despite the good weather (blue sky), birds were very quiet and I 
only added a new species to the list (Plain-breasted hawk). I went back to the Magic Roundabout lodge around 
10:30 am, packed my stuff and took a bus to Quito at 11:30 am (4$), arrival around 03:00 pm at the Terminal 
terrestre where I took a taxi to the Folklore hotel. The weather was superb, even at the Papallacta pass, too 
bad I was not able to get out of the bus to look for the seedsnipe & the condor (I looked from the bus, but didn’t 
see any big raptor flying).  

Accomodation: Folklore hotel (Quito). 

Tuesday, July 31: QUITO – COCA – SANI LODGE (Napo, Amazon) 

I had an appointment at the Sani lodge office in Quito at 08:45 am to pay my stay at this amazonian lodge. 
Then I took a taxi to the airport to take an internal flight to Coca (4 others tourists were also going to Sani 
lodge) – the return ticket is 120$. We arrived in Coca (where it’s really hot) around 12:00, then we took a boat 
on the Napo river and, finally, a small motorized canoe drove us to the lodge via a small channel (arrival around 
03:15 pm) – the boat is pretty fast, it’s not really possible to watch birds during the ride on the Napo river. After 
putting my bag in the room, I did a canoe ride on the lagoon (oxbow lake) in front of the lodge, with Carlos – my 
bird guide during my stay at Sani lodge. As it was my first visit to the amazon, I quickly saw lots of new birds: 
Capped heron, Rufescent tiger-heron, Black skimmer, Blue-and-yellow macaw, Greater ani, Hoatzin, 
Neotropical palm swift, Cimson-crested woodpecker, Cream-colored woodpecker, Many-banded araçari, 
Channel-billed toucan, Short-crested flycatcher, White-winged swallow, Black-capped donacobius, Masked 
crimson tanager, Red-capped cardinal, Yellow-rumped cacique,… (most of those birds are common near the 
lodge).  

Accomodation: Sani lodge [http://www.sanilodge.com] – 150$/night (the price includes the boat transfers, 
lodging, food, guide,...). The plane ticket isn’t included in the price (it’s possible to go to Coca by bus, which is 
way cheaper, but it takes approx. 8h). This is a beautiful lodge runned by the sani community (indians), situated 
deep inside the forest & bordered by an oxbow lake. The lodge accomodates a maximum of 30 guests in nice 
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cabanas (with electric lights, private bathroom,... / it’s possible to load batteries at the manager’s office). Except 
a small group of american birders, I was the only birders staying at the lodge, and I spent all my birding time 
alone with Carlos (one of the birding guides); he’s really good, has sharp eyes, knows the sounds and speaks 
english. The “normal tourists” were divided in small groups to do their activities (nature walks, fishing,...).  

  

ARRIVAL AT SANI LODGE BLACK CAIMAN 

Wednesday, August 1: SANI LODGE 

The day started with an early breakfast (5:30 am), then I spent the rest of the morning walking in the forest near 
the lodge, with Carlos. New birds seen during the walk included: Black hawk-eagle, Scarlet macaw, Golden-
tailed sapphire, Sraight-billed hermit, Black-throated trogon, Amazonian white-tailed trogon, Purplish jacamar, 
Scarlet-crowned barbet, Lafresnaye’s piculet, Fasciated antshrike, Pain-throated antwren, Gray antwren, 
Mouse-coloured antshrike, Sooty antbird, Black-faced antthrush, Rusty-belted tapaculo, Wire-tailed manakin, 
Turquoise tanager, Flame-crested tanager,… We also saw 2 monkey species: Red howler monkey (2) & 
Pygmy marmoset (2).   

  

BLACK-FACED ANTTHRUSH RED HOWLER MONKEY 

 
During the afternoon, we went to the canopy tower (30 m high), across the lake from the lodge. The tower 
allows to get great views of species that are 
generally (very) difficult to observe from the forest 
ground. Birds observed from the tower: Laughing 
falcon (1), 3 species of macaws (Blue-and-yellow, 
Red-bellied & Chestnut-fronted), Black-headed 
parrot, Cobalt-winged & Maroon-tailed parakeets, 
Mealy amazon (abundant), Black-fronted & White-
fronted nunbirds, Lettered araçari, White-throated 
toucan, Scale-breasted woodpecker, Purple-
throated fruitcrow, Cinnamon Attila, Black-faced 
dacnis, White-lored euphonia,… 

After the dinner, I did a canoe ride on the lagoon, 
with other guests, to observe the endangered 
Black caiman (we got great views at very close 
range).   

Accomodation: Sani lodge (Napo, Amazon) 

 

THE LAGOON 
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Thursday, August 2: SANI LODGE 

Like the day before, breakfast at 5:30 am and departure around 6:00. We took a canoe to the Napo river, 
where we embarked in a small boat for a ride to the parrots licks (entrance: 25$, it’s runned by the Napo 
Wildlife Center). During the boat ride we saw a Yellow-billed tern & a beautiful Large-billed tern. It takes 50 
minutes to arrive at the first site. After a short walk in the forest, we entered in a hide where we observed 4 
parrots species on the clay lick (Dusky-headed parrot - the most abundant, Mealy amazon, Yellow-crowned 
parrot & Blue-headed parrot).  

 

  
THE FIRST PARROT LICK (DUSKY-HEADED PARROT, MEALY AMAZON, YELLOW-CROWNED PARROT & BLUE-HEADED PARROT) 

We went back to the boat to go to the second site. Once in the forest, there’s a 10 minutes walk to the hide 
where we saw 3 other species of parrots (Cobalt-winged parakeet – the most abundant, Orange-cheeked 
parrot & Scarlet-shouldered parrotlet). Guests from all the Napo river lodges are visiting the parrots licks. 
Depending of the time of the year you’re doing the visit, it’s possible to see different species (Scarlet 
macaws,…). At both sites, the birds are at approx. 20-30 meters from the hides (1

st
 site: on a small cliff / 2

nd
 

site: on the ground).  

  
THE 2

ND
 PARROT LICK (COBALT-WINGED PARAKEET, ORANGE-CHEEKED PARROT & SCARLET-

SHOULDERED PARROTLET) 
GREAT POTOO 

Afterwards we looked for birds in the forest near the Napo river; we got superb views of a Great potoo. We also 
saw a Bare-necked fruitcrow, White-eared jacamar, Grayish mourner, Band-tailed oropendola (apparently a 
very uncommon bird),... We went back to the lodge around 03:00 pm and finished the day with a canoe ride on 
the lagoon (Boat-billed heron, Black-crowned night-heron, American pygmy kingfisher,…). After the dinner, I 
made a new canoe ride at night to watch caimans. 

Accomodation: Sani lodge (Napo, Amazon) 
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Friday, August 3: SANI LODGE 

The weather wasn’t very good so we decided to spend the morning on the 
canopy tower (where there’s a small roof). During the short walk to the tower, 
Carlos spotted a roosting Tawny-bellied screech-owl. Birds were active during 
the breaks; we saw more interesting species than during our first visit to the 
tower: 6 species of woodpeckers (Crimson-crested, Ringed, Cream-colored, 
Chestnut, Red-stained woodpeckers & Lafresnaye’s piculet), White-necked 
puffbird (in the branches just above our heads), 6 species of toucans (the 
beautiful Golden-collared toucanet - 1 male & 2-3 females gave superb views; 
White-throated & Channel-billed toucans; Many-banded, Ivory-billed & Lettered 
araçaris), Black-banded & Straight-billed woodcreepers, Dugand’s antwren (1 
male), Yellow-browed tody-flycatcher, Plum-throated & Spangled cotingas (1 
male of each species), White-browed purpletuft, Purple-throated & Bare-
necked fruitcrows, Blue dacnis, Rufous-bellied euphonia,… Except the 
abundant Black vulture, we observed 3 other raptors species: Greater yellow-
headed vulture (3 birds flying over the canopy), Roadside hawk (2) & Slate-
colored hawk (1 bird perched on the top of a tree).  Lots of parrots were seen 
flying over the canopy, but no new species.   

   
GOLDEN-COLLARED TOUCANET (LEFT: MALE / RIGHT: FEMALE) WHITE-NECKED PUFFBIRD 

  

PURPLE-THROATED FRUITCROW UNDER THE RAIN SLATE-COLORE HAWK 

The weather conditions got worse during the afternoon. The short canoe ride on the lagoon & channels 
produced few (but nice) new birds: Least bittern (1), Cocoi heron (1) & Sungrebe (2). Kingfishers are abundant 
near Sani lodge; we saw 4 species during the afternoon: Ringed, Amazon, Green & American pygmy 
kingfishers (and a 5

th
 species, the Green-and-rufous kingfisher, the next day). 

Accomodation: Sani lodge (Napo, Amazon) 

 

TAWNY-BELLIED SCREECH-OWL 
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THE LAGOON AT SUNSET 

Saturday, August 4: SANI LODGE 

We quitted the lodge around 5:30 am to take a boat to look for riparian forest & river islands species along the 
Rio Napo. Black caracara, Yellow-billed terns & Large-billed tern (1) were seen during the boat ride to the first 
island. The boat stopped next to an island with high trees; Carlos quickly spotted one of our main targets: the 
beautiful Amazonian umbrellabird. We got great views of a male and 2 females; after 10 minutes the 3 birds 
quitted the island to look for food on the mainland. We made stops on other islands (with shrubby vegetation) in 
search of two river islands species: Castelnau’s antshrike & Black-and-white antbird. We walked on the islands 
and got good views of the two sought-after species as well as Collared plover (on the sandbar), Ladder-tailed 
nightjar (1 female), Olive-spotted hummingbird (1), Dark-breasted spinetail (2) & Lesser wagtail-tyrant (1). We 
also made a few stops along the river banks, where we observed the following species: Bat falcon (2), Brown 
jacamar (1), Drab water-tyrant,…  On the way back to the lodge, we made a first stop to say hello to Carlos’ 
family (and saw Yellow-tufted woodpecker, Plumbeous 
kite). Our second stop, at the Community center (+ short 
walk in the forest near the center), produced: Gray-headed 
kite (2), Southern lapwing, Swallow-winged puffbird 
(common along the Napo river), Bright-rumped Attila, 
Magpie tanager, Solitary cacique, Oriole blackbird,… We 
finished the morning with a walk in the forest bordering the 
channel leading to the lodge and saw: Little woodpecker, 
Plumbeous antbird, Gray-headed tanager,… 

Back to the lodge, Carlos showed me a roosting pair of 
Tropical screech-owls. After lunch I saw a Capped heron 
flying over the lagoon & a Scarlet-crowned barbet in a tree 
next to the bar.  

During the afternoon we took the canoe to go to the 
Rufous potoo site. Unfortunately, the water level of the 
small channel leading to the forest where the potoo can be 
seen was too low and it was impossible to have access to 
the site "... We went back to the lodge and saw a Green-and-rufous kingfisher and a Spot-breasted 
woodpecker en route. We went for a walk in the forest near the lodge, the birds were very quiet and we only 
saw a few interesting birds: Great tinamou, Bicolored antbird, Blue-crowned manakin,… 

Accomodation: Sani lodge (Napo, Amazon) 

 

 

TROPICAL SCREECH-OWL 
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Sunday, August 5: SANI LODGE (+ Quito) 

This was my last day at Sani lodge; a boat was supposed to pick me up at 11:00 am to bring me back to Coca, 
to take a flight to Quito. We had a few hours left to look for new species; we start with a canoe ride to the Rio 
Napo (American pygmy kingfisher, Silvered antbird,...). We spent the rest of the morning walking to the 
Community center (mainly through secondary forest) 
and got lots of new birds: Marbled woood-quail (1 bird 
hidden in the leafs at less than 5 m), Pied puffbird, 
Chestnut-eared araçari (7

th
 species of toucan seen in the 

Amazon), Black-spotted bare-eye (this beautiful bird was 
following army ants), White-lored antpitta (superb views, 
in the scope, of a bird singing in the bush), Olive-faced 
flatbill, Black-crowned tityra, Moriche oriole,... 

We arrived at the Community center (where a big fiesta, 
with all the indian communities of the Napo river, was 
about to start) around 10:30 and waited for the boat. As 
you noticed, I wrote that a boat “was supposed to pick 
me up at 11:00”... 11:00 no boat, 11:30 no boat, 12:00 
no boat, 12:30 no boat,... When the boat finally showed 
up, it was too late to be in Coca in time for my flight. The 
Sani lodge guys affim me that it was not big deal ‘cause 
there’re several flights per day to Quito. When I finally 
arrived at the Coca airport, accompagnied by a young volunteer from Sani who had to take care of my transfer, 
we discovered that there was no other flight to Quito that day, which was a big problem as my international 
flight to Europe was the next morning! The volunteer contacted a guy working for Sani in Coca, who came, and 
paid a taxi to drive me to Quito (only possible solution). The taxi showed up and, together with the volunteer, 
we went to Quito by the road (approx. 7 hours!). When we finally arived in Quito (1 am), I went back to the 
Folklore hotel to sleep a few hours before taking a taxi to the Quito airport early morning.  

I really had the impression that the people managing the lodge didn’t care that I missed my flight, it seems that 
they were more excited by the big fiesta than taking care of the transfer of a single tourist (I was the only one 
leaving the lodge that day). They never gave me an explanation about the fact that the boat was late. Happily 
the volunteer & the guy from Coca did everything they could to find a solution. The birding was awesome at 
Sani lodge, too bad my amazonian stay ended up on this bad note.... 

Monday, August 6: FLIGHT TO EUROPE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

WHITE-LORED ANTPITTA 
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BIRD LIST  
Not annotated  -  (H): heard only 

Great tinamou 
 

Anhinga 
Neotropic cormorant 

 
Striated heron 
Capped heron 
Least bittern 
Snowy egret 
Boat-billed heron 
Black-crowned night-heron 
Cattle egret 
Cocoi heron 
Great egret 
Rufescent tiger-heron 

 
Greater yellow-headed vulture 
Black vulture 
Turkey vulture 

 
Plumbeous kite 
Hook-billed kite 
Gray-headed kite 
Slate-colored hawk 
Barred hawk 
Roadside hawk 
Black hawk-eagle 
Black-chested buzzard-eagle 
Plain-breasted hawk 
Collared forest-falcon (H) 
Black caracara 
Yellow-headed caracara 
Laughing falcon 
Bat falcon 
American kestrel 

 
Andean guan 
Sickle-winged guan 

 
Marbled wood-quail 
Dark-backed wood-quail (H) 

 
Sunbittern 
Sungrebe 

 
Gray-necked wood-rail 

 
Southern lapwing 
Collared plover 
Spotted sandpiper 

 
Andean gull 

 
Yellow-billed tern 
Large-billed tern 
Black skimmer 

 
Band-tailed pigeon 
Ruddy pigeon 
Dusky pigeon 
Pale-vented pigeon 
Ruddy quail-dove 
White-throated quail-dove 
White-tipped dove 
 
Blue-and-yellow macaw 
Scarlet macaw 
Chestnut-fronted macaw 

Red-bellied macaw 
Pacific parrotlet 
Blue-winged parrotlet 
Cobalt-winged parakeet 
Scarlet-shouldered parrotlet 
Maroon-tailed parakeet 
Black-headed parrot 
Orange-cheeked parrot 
White-eyed parakeet 
Dusky-headed parakeet 
Blue-headed parrot 
Red-billed parrot 
Bronze-winged parrot 
White-capped parrot 
Orange-winged amazon 
Yellow-crowned amazon 
Mealy amazon 

 

Little cuckoo 
Squirrel cuckoo 
Greater ani 
Smooth-billed ani 

 
Hoatzin 

 
Tropical screech-owl 
Tawny-bellied screech-owl 
Black-and-white owl 

 
Common potoo 
Great potoo 

 
Lyre-tailed nightjar 
Pauraque 
Ladder-tailed nightjar 

 
White-collared swift 
Gray-rumped swift 
Neotropical palm swift 

 
White-whiskered hermit 
Straight-billed hermit 
Great-billed hermit 
White-bearded hermit 
Purple-bibbed whitetip 
Green-fronted lancebill 
Speckled hummingbird 
Green thorntail 
Booted racket-tail 
Purple-throated woodstar 
White-bellied woodstar 
Gorgeted woodstar 
Purple-crowned fairy 
White-necked jacobin 
Brown violetear 
Sparkling violetear 
Fawn-breasted brilliant 
Green-crowned brilliant 
Empress brilliant 
Long-billed starthroat 
Olive-spotted hummingbird 
Rufous-tailed hummingbird 
Andean emerald 
Golden-tailed sapphire 
Green-crowned woodnymph 
Shining sunbeam 
Great sapphirewing 
Sword-billed hummingbird 

Bronzy inca 
Brown inca 
Collared inca 
Buff-winged starfrontlet 
Long-tailed sylph 
Violet-tailed sylph 
Buff-tailed coronet 
Chestnut-breasted coronet 
Velvet-purple coronet 
Mountain velvetbreast 
Golden-breasted puffleg 
Sapphire-vented puffleg 
Greenish puffleg 
Tyrian metaltail 
Rainbow-bearded thornbill 
Gorgeted sunangel 
Tourmaline sunangel 
 
Amazonian white-tailed trogon 
Western white-tailed trogon 
Black-throated trogon 
Masked trogon 
Crested quetzal 
Golden-headed quetzal 

 
Lineated woodpecker 
Crimson-crested woodpecker 
Guayaquil woodpecker 
Crimson-bellied woodpecker 
Powerful woodpecker 
Crimson-mantled woodpecker 
Golden-olive woodpecker 
Chestnut woodpecker 
Scale-breasted woodpecker 
Cream-colored woodpecker 
Ringed woodpecker 
Lafresnaye’s piculet 
Spot-breasted woodpecker 
Bar-bellied woodpecker 
Yellow-vented woodpecker 
Little woodpecker 
Red-stained woodpecker 
Smoky-brown woodpecker 

 
Scarlet-backed woodpecker 
Black-cheeked woodpecker 
Yellow-tufted woodpecker 

 
Ringed kingfisher 
Amazon kingfisher 
Green kingfisher 
Green-and-rufous kingfisher 
American pygmy kingfisher 

 
Broad-billed motmot 
Rufous motmot 
Blue-crowned motmot 
Highland motmot 

 
Turquoise jay 
Violaceous jay 
Inca jay 

 
White-eared jacamar 
Brown jacamar 
Pruplish jacamar 
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Scarlet-crowned barbet 
Gilded barbet 
Red-headed barbet 
Toucan barbet 
 
White-necked puffbird 
Pied puffbird 
White-whiskered puffbird 
Black-fronted nunbird 
White-fronted nunbird 
Swallow-winged puffbird 

 
Crimson-rumped toucanet 
Emeral toucanet 
Golden-collared toucanet 
Pale-mandibled araçari 
Many-banded araçari 
Ivory-billed araçari 
Chestnut-eared araçari 
Lettered araçari 
Plate-billed mountain-toucan 
Gray-breasted mountain-toucan 
White-throated toucan 
Channel-billed toucan 
Chestnut-mandibled toucan 
Choco toucan  
 
Greater scythebill 
 
Plain-brown woodcreeper 
Wedge-billed woodcreeper 
Strong-billed woodcreeper 
Black-banded woodcreeper 
Amazonian barred- woodcreeper 
Buff-throated woodcreeper 
Black-striped woodcreeper 
Spotted woodcreeper 
Olive-backed woodcreeper 
Montane woodcreeper 
Straight-billed woodcreeper 

 
Azara’s spinetail 
Slaty spinetail 
Dark-breasted spinetail 
Rufous spinetail 
Red-faced spinetail 
Pearled treerunner 
Spotted barbtail 
Plain xenops 
Scaly-throated foliage-gleaner 
Montane foliage-gleaner 
Buff-fronted foliage-gleaner 
Bar-winged cinclodes 
Pacific hornero 
Streaked tuftedcheek 
Striped treehunter 
Streak-capped treehunter 

 
Fasciated antshrike 
Great antshrike 
Castelnau’s antshrike 
Mouse-colored antshrike 
Western slaty-antshrike 
Spot-winged antshrike 
Bicolored antvireo 
Dugand’s antwren 
Plain-throated antwren 
Gray antwren 
White-flanked antwren 
Pacific antwren 

Slaty antwren 
Long-tailed antbird 
Black-and-white antbird 
Silvered antbird 
Esmeraldas antbird 
Chestnut-backed antbird 
Plumbeous antbird 
White-shouldered antbird 
Bicolored antbird 
Soot antbird 
Black-spotted bare-eye 
 
White-lored antpitta 
Giant antpitta 
Chestnut-crowned antpitta 
White-bellied antpitta 
Yellow-breasted antpitta 
Rufous antpitta 
Tawny antpitta 

 
Black-headed antthrush 
Black-faced antthrush 
Rufous-breasted antthrush 
 
Rusty-belted tapaculo 
Equatorial rufous-vented tapaculo 
Spillmann’s tapaculo 
Ocellated tapaculo (H) 
Unicolored tapaculo (H) 
Narino tapaculo 
 
White-tailed tyrannulet 
Golden-faced tyrannulet 
Yellow-crowned tyrannulet 
Ashy-headed tyrannulet 
Southern beardless tyrannulet 
Black-capped tyrannulet 
White-banded tyrannulet 
White-throated tyrannulet 
Sulphure-bellied tyrannulet 
Slender-footed tyrannulet 
Variegated bristle-tyrant 
Streak-necked flycatcher 
Rufous-breasted flycatcher 
Slaty-capped flycatcher 
Gray elaenia 
Yellow-bellied elaenia 
Yellow-browed tody-flycatcher 
Common tody-flycatcher 
Rufous-crowned tody-flycatcher 
Scale-crested pygmy-tyrant 
Bronze-olive pygmy-tyrant 
Lesser wagtail-tyrant 
Torrent tyrannulet 
Ornate flycatcher 
Cinnamon flycatcher 
Tawny-breasted flycatcher 
Gray-crowned flatbill 
Olive-faced flatbill 
Smoke-colored pewee 
Flavescent flycatcher 
Handsome flycatcher 
Streak-throated bush-tyrant 
Smoky bush-tyrant 
Rufous-breasted chat-tyrant 
Slaty-backed chat-tyrant 
Bran-colored flycatcher 
Black phoebe 
Masked water-tyrant 
Drab water-tyrant 

Bright-rumped attila 
Cinnamon attila 
Grayish mourner 
Dusky piha 
Screaming piha 
Short-crested flycatcher 
Pale-edged flycatcher 
Dusky-capped flycatcher 
Crowned slaty flycatcher 
Tropical kingbird 
Streaked flycatcher 
Golden-crowned flycatcher 
Boat-billed flycatcher 
Great kiskadee 
Gray-capped flycatcher 
Rusty-marginated flycatcher 
Black-and-white becard 
Barred becard 
One-colored becard 
Pink-throated becard 
Cinnamon becard 
White-winged becard 

 
Black-tailed tityra 
Masked tityra 
Black-crowned tityra 

 
Red-crested cotinga 
Plum-throated cotinga 
Spangled cotinga 
Green-and-black fruiteater 
Orange-breasted fruiteater 
Barred fruiteater 
White-browed purpletuft 
Purple-throated fruitcrow 
Long-wattled umbrellabird 
Amazonian umbrellabird 
Bare-necked fruitcrow 
Andean cock-of-the-rock 
 
Blue-crowned manakin 
Wire-tailed manakin 
Golden-winged manakin 
White-bearded manakin 
 
Brown-chested martin 
Southern martin 
Blue-and-white swallow 
White-winged swallow 
White-banded swallow 
Southern rough-winged swallow 
Brown-bellied swallow 
White-tighed swallow 

 
Rufous wren 
Sepia-brown wren 
Bay wren 
Plain-tailed wren 
House wren 
Mountain wren 
Gray-breasted wood-wren 
Chestnut-breasted wren 

 
Black-capped donacobius 

 
Black-billed peppershrike 

 
Red-eyed vireo 
Brown-capped vireo 
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White-capped dipper 
 
Andean solitaire 
Black solitaire 
Swainson’s thrush 
Great thrush 
Glossy-black thrush 
Black-billed thrush 
Ecuadorian thrush 

 
Tropical parula 
Slate-throated whitestart 
Spectacled whitestart 
Olive-crowned yellowthroat 
Black-crested warbler 
Three-striped warbler 
Russet-crowned warbler 
Buff-rumped warbler 
 
Bananaquit 

 
Cinereous conebill 
Blue-backed conebill 
Capped conebill 

 
Bluish flowerpiercer 
Masked flowerpiercer 
Black flowerpiercer 
Golden-eyed flowerpiercer 
 
Glossy flowerpiercer 
Purple honeycreeper 
Green honeycreeper 

 
Blue dacnis 
Yellow-tufted dacnis 
Black-faced dacnis 

 
Orange-bellied euphonia 
White-vented euphonia 
Orange-crowned euphonia 
Thick-billed euphonia 
Rufous-bellied euphonia 
White-lored euphonia 

 
Swallow tanager 
Green-and-gold tanager 
Blue-necked tanager 
Turquoise tanager 
Gray-and-gold tanager 
Bay-headed tanager 
Rufous-winged tanager 
Guira tanager 
Fawn-breasted tanager 
Orange-eared tanager 
Glistening-green tanager 
Rufous-throated tanager 
Golden tanager 
Silver-throated tanager 
Saffron-crowned tanager 
Flame-faced tanager 
Metallic-green tanager 
Golden-naped tanager 
Beryl-spangled tanager 
Blue-and-black tanager 
Black-capped tanager 
Scarlet-bellied mountain-tanager 
Lacrimose mountain-tanager 

Blue-winged mountain-tanager 
Black-chinned mountain-tanager 
Hooded mountain-tanager 
Black-chested mountain-tanager 
Buff-breasted mountain-tanager 
Moss-backed tanager 
White-winged tanager 
White-capped tanager 
Grass-green tanager 
Blue-gray tanager 
Palm tanager 
Blue-capped tanager 
Blue-and-yellow tanager 
Masked crimson tanager 
Silver beaked tanager 
Lemon-rumped tanager 
Ochre-breasted tanager 
Gray-headed tanager 
Scarlet-browed tanager 
Magpie tanager 
White-shouldered tanager 
Flame-crested tanager 
White-lined tanager 
Common bush-tanager 
Yellow-throated bush-tanager 
Yellow-whiskered bush-tanager 
Dusky bush-tanager 
Gray-hooded bush-tanager 

 
Black-capped hemispingus 
Black-eared hemispingus 
Superciliared hemispingus 

 
Buff-throated saltator 
Black-winged saltator 
Red-capped cardinal 
Yellow-bellied siskin 
Hooded siskin 

 
Blue-black grassquit 
Variable seedeater 
Yellow-bellied seedeater 
Chestnut-bellied seedeater 
Yellow-faced grassquit 
Band-tailed seedeater 
Plumbeous sierra-finch 
Pale-naped brush-finch 
Rufous-naped brush-finch 
Tricolored brush-finch 
White-winged brush-finch 
Slaty brush-finch 
Chestnut-capped brush-finch 
Stripe-headed brush-finch 
Olive finch 
Tanager finch 
Orange-billed sparrow 
Black-striped sparrow 
Rufous-collared sparrow 
Yellow-browed sparrow 
Plushcap 
 
Yellow-rumped cacique 
Northern mountain-cacique 
Scarlet-rumped cacique 
Subtropical cacique 
Solitary cacique 
Russet-backed oropendola 
Band-tailed oropendola 

Oriole blackbird 
Orange-backed troupial 
Moriche oriole 
Shiny cowbird 
Giant cowbird 

 


