Forest Park Mini-trip Sat 5/10/08

The front that passed through Friday 5/9/08 resulted in a major fallout at Forest Park just in time for our mini-trip.  Just under sixty species were tallied on the mini-trip that thought it was an energizer bunny… it went on and on and on with people coming and going…

The morning got off to a very inefficient start.  Another, very large group met at the same place we did, and since morning is never my most alert time it took me a minute to figure it out.  It became easier a minute later when they departed en masse, leaving only the usual suspects, Donna and Ian behind.  Also joining us were a local birder that I had invited, Tim, and his wife Winnie.  It was off to the races as Eric started tracking down the various birds singing from the top of the trees along Park Lane South.  Meanwhile, I was getting phone calls from people trying to join us somewhere along the way.  This sounded good in theory, but was much more challenging in the field, and it took some back and forth phone tag to get it all together.

Moving right along, at this point most of us were on the park road, intent on a mission: head toward the little gully, and then gully, chasing reports of Prothonotary Warbler at the former, Kentucky Warbler at the latter.  We were immediately side-tracked by the canopy of that little stretch of road as it provided an instant feast for the eyes.  Eric heard and located a beautiful male CERULEAN Warbler foraging on some of the branches easily viewed from where we were standing.  Noticing a lot of movement in the treetops, people started scanning to see what else was up there.  Donna shouted out “BLACKBURNIAN!”, and a gorgeous male was sitting with the sun just absolutely lighting him up.  

By now, more people had caught up to us, and off we went to see about that Protho.  No luck, although we gave it a good go-around.  Onward we marched to the gully, determined to have better luck with the Kentucky.  This was the really interesting part of the day.  Reports had come back to us about the bird’s location and that the bird was singing.  That should make it easier.  Well, it didn’t quite work out that way.  The Kentucky was all sung out, and just doing his skulking thing.  Not a mutter to be heard. We looped around and around, ever hopeful, but, let’s face it, it is a lot harder to find it when it doesn’t cooperate.  It seemed to take forever, hopes were fading….and then we heard the song! 

 Just like that, we were back in the game!  Ok, to be honest, the game then went into extra innings.  Thanks to a lot of help from a lot of people, many in the group were finally treated to a wonderful look at the KENTUCKY WARBLER!  But the moment passed, and not everyone had seen it.  Luckily the bird was now singing frequently and the chase was on again.  Other birders in the area joined in as the source of the song was zeroed in on.  Again, thanks to a really all-out cooperative effort, everyone there eventually got at least one really good, satisfying look.  

The search for the Kentucky had consumed a lot of time, and we never even made it over to the restoration pond. By now it was early afternoon, well past the usual “mini-trip” ending time, and some people started packing it in and heading home.  Not quite ready to call it quits, a few of us replenished our energy with a quick pizza fix, and returned to the park for more.  Back at the waterhole, which really only had water in the drip fountain and the garbage can lid, Arie, Ian, Donna and I were treated to a dazzle of color as different warblers made their way down for a drink.  All of a sudden, Arie called out “SUMMER TANAGER”!  A nice male was flying around the waterhole and perched several times in front of us.  There were also Scarlet Tanagers in the area, making for nice comparisons.  Definitely a nice way to finish a great day.

Rock Pigeon 
Mourning Dove 
Chimney Swift 
Red-bellied Woodpecker 
Downy Woodpecker 
Hairy Woodpecker 
Northern Flicker 
Least Flycatcher 
Eastern Wood-Pewee
Great Crested Flycatcher 
Eastern Kingbird 
Yellow-throated Vireo 
Red-eyed Vireo 
Blue Jay 
Black-capped Chickadee 
Tufted Titmouse 
White-breasted Nuthatch 
Carolina Wren 
House Wren 
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher 
Veery

Swainson’s Thrush 
Wood Thrush 
American Robin 
Gray Catbird 
European Starling 
Nashville Warbler 
Northern Parula 
Yellow Warbler 
Chestnut-sided Warbler 
Magnolia Warbler 
Cape May Warbler 
Black-throated Blue Warbler 
Yellow-rumped Warbler 
Black-throated Green Warbler 
Blackburnian Warbler 
Prairie Warbler 
Bay-breasted Warbler 
Blackpoll Warbler 
Cerulean Warbler 
Black-and-white Warbler 
American Redstart 
Worm-eating Warbler 
Ovenbird 
Northern Waterthrush 
Kentucky Warbler 
Common Yellowthroat 
Canada Warbler 
Summer Tanager 
Scarlet Tanager 
Eastern Towhee 
White-throated Sparrow 
Northern Cardinal 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak 
Indigo Bunting 
Common Grackle 
Brown-headed Cowbird 
Baltimore Oriole 
House Sparrow
