Spotted Sandpiper
<1> known as a little shorebird teetering (constant swinging and bobbing of its tail) along the water’s edge. This characteristic teetering behavior has led to the common names of teeter-peep, teeter-bob, jerk or perk bird, teeter-snipe, and tip-tail (Nelson 1939).

<2> While many shorebirds are known for their spectacular migratory gatherings, Spotted Sandpipers migrate singly or in small groups to their wintering grounds, which extend from the extreme southern United States to southern South America.
<3> Spotted Sandpipers (along with several other species of scolopacids) are among a small minority of birds that have reversed sex roles; i.e., females are more aggressive and active in courtship than males, and males take the primary parental role. In contrast to the normal pattern in birds, female Spotted Sandpipers arrive first on the breeding grounds, stake out territories, and attempt to attract males. This was the first migratory bird species in which females were found to arrive on the breeding grounds before males. And other Spotted Sandpiper patterns are also unusual to shorebirds: Females are larger than males, female chicks are at least as likely to return to the place where they hatched for their first breeding attempt as males, and breeding females are at least as site-tenacious as males.

<4> Spotted Sandpipers also were the first bird species in which males were found to have higher levels than females of prolactin, a pituitary hormone known for its promotion of parental care. This finding is associated with the greater male parental care typical of this species. Perhaps most interesting is the fact that Spotted Sandpipers exhibit classic polyandry—a mating system in which females mate with up to 4 males, each of which cares for a clutch and a brood. One female on Little Pelican Island, Leech Lake, Minnesota, laid 5 clutches for 3 males in 43 days. At other times and places, however, Spotted Sandpipers breed monogamously, and females help care for young. This great variation in breeding tactics makes this a fascinating species for the study of how variations in environmental conditions alter the expression and evolution of behavioral and physiological traits.

<5> Breeding:

it has dark bars on brown above and heavy round, black spots below; the bill is pink at the base and its legs are pinkish-orange.  
<6> Non-breeding: 

it turns pale gray-brown with white under parts.  The bill turns dark; the legs turn a dull greenish-yellow or flesh color.
<7> The Spotted Sandpiper is usually found alone.  It bobs its tail constantly and even when standing teeters obsessively. The teetering will stop when the bird is alarmed, courting or aggressive.  When the bird is nervous, the teetering is faster.  Only its wing tips flutter when it flies and it will usually go only a few yards and then stop. The head is bowed below the body when it flies.  Its call is a shrill “Peet-weet”.  Spotted Sandpipers forage along the ground or water eating insects, invertebrates, and crustaceans.  They will also pick flying insects out of the air.
<8> may interbreed with its sister species, the Common Sandpiper.
<9> Notes:

  -a- found alone

  -b- teetering

  -c- some dark spots

  -d- white between wing and breast
  -e- white eyestripe
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