5 terns in Ontario
Common Tern: 
Medium tern, medium gray upperparts, pale gray underparts, glossy black cap and nape. Wings are dark-tipped and have dark leading edge on forewing. Red bill is black-tipped. Legs are red and tail is deeply forked and elongated. Direct flight, hovers above water before diving for prey.

Forster's Tern: 
Medium tern, pale gray upperparts, black cap, white underparts. Bill is orange, black tip. Wings are pale gray with paler primaries. Tail is pale gray, deeply forked with dark inner edge, white outer edge. Orange legs, feet. Hovers above water before diving for prey.
Arctic Tern: 
Medium, slim tern with gray upperparts, black cap, white rump and throat, and pale gray underparts. Tail is deeply forked and white with dark edges on outer feathers. Bill is dark red, rarely tipped with black. Legs and feet are red. Bouyant graceful flight with steady wing beats.
Caspian Tern: 
Large, stocky tern with pale gray upperparts, white underparts. Cap is black and may appear weakly crested; large bill is coral-red. Undersides of primaries are gray. Tail is white, relatively short, and slightly forked; legs are black. Hovers above water before diving.
Black Tern: 
Small tern with black head, bill and underparts. Back, wings, and tail are silver-gray. Vent is white; legs and feet are dark red but may appear black. Bouyant direct flight with deep rapid wing beats, hovers for insects. Uneven foraging flight. Plunge dives on occasion.

	Forster's Tern
Orange bill w/ black tip; Orange leg and feet
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	Arctic Tern
Dark Red bill rarely w/ black tip; Red leg and feet
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	Common Tern
Preferred habitats include sand and shell beaches, grassy uplands, and rocky inland shores.
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	Caspian Tern
Black leg 
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Others:   Elegant Tern  in southern California and in northwestern Mexico. Spends winters along the Pacific coast from central Mexico to Chile. Preferred habitats include shallow estuaries and bays.  
Least Tern     Royal Tern    Roseate Tern     Sandwich Tern , may see in Caribbean.
	Royal Tern
Bright Orange bill; Black leg and feet; in scattered localities in Caribbean

Large tern, pale gray upperparts; white face, neck, and underparts. Head has spiky, black crest and cap, and heavy, bright orange bill. Wings are black-tipped above and black-edged below; tail is deeply forked. 
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http://www.birds.cornell.edu/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Royal_Tern_dtl.html
http://identify.whatbird.com/obj/500/_/Royal_Tern.aspx

	Least Tern
Yellow bill w/ black tip; Yellow leg and feet; in Caribbean.
Small tern, slate-gray upperparts, white underparts. Crown, nape are black and forehead is white. Black leading edge of outer wing conspicuous in flight. Tail is forked. Bill and feet are yellow. Fast smooth flight with rapid wing beats. Hovers briefly before dipping down to sieze prey.
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Least Tern, first summer; South Padre Is., Texas, June.

Similar Species

· Winter Black Tern has darker gray wings and tail. 




Sandwich Tern
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Overview

Sandwich Tern: Only medium-sized tern with long slender black bill tipped with yellow; upperparts are very pale gray, nearly white, and underparts are white. The black crown has a short black crest. White tail is deeply forked; legs and feet are black. Direct flight, hovers before diving for fish.

Range and Habitat

Sandwich Tern: Atlantic coast north to Virginia, and entire Gulf Coast.
Roseate Tern
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 breeding adult
· Medium-sized tern. 

· White with black cap. 

· Tail long and deeply forked. 

· Wings white. 

· Bill black. 

· Very pale. 

· Very long, deeply forked tail. 

· Dark only on outermost wing feathers. 

· White trailing edge to underside of wingtips. 

· Bill long and thin. 

· Eyes black. 

· in Caribbean
Breeding (Alternate) Plumage: Cap solid black. Back light gray. Underparts white, washed with pale pink. Legs red-orange. Bill all black turning red at base during nesting. Tail all white. Rump white, not contrasting with light gray back. 
Nonbreeding (Basic) Plumage: Forehead white. Back of head blackish. Underparts white. Bill all black. Tail shorter. Legs black.
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Roseate Tern, breeding pair; Great Gull I., NY; July

Similar Species

· Common Tern similar in breeding plumage, but has shorter legs, more extensive red on bill, darker gray wings and back, black forming a wedge in the spread primaries, a light grayish belly, shorter tail with dark outer edges, and a dark leading edge to the wings. 

· Forster's Tern slightly darker, with long, but slightly shorter white tail streamers, dark trailing edge of wings, orange legs, and an orange bill with a black tip. In winter, has distinctive comma-shaped dark mark around the eyes. 

· Arctic Tern has shorter, red legs, a smaller, uniformly red bill, and darker gray underparts.

· http://www.birdwatch.co.uk/website/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=347&Itemid=102   
Summer Range

Breeds in scattered locations along the Atlantic Coast from Nova Scotia southward to New York, and in the Florida Keys. Also in Caribbean, Europe, Indian Ocean, Australia, and western Pacific Ocean.

Winter Range

Winter range not well known; probably on coast of South America and at sea. Also around Africa, the Indian Ocean, and western Pacific Ocean.
Conservation Status

The Canadian Wildlife Service lists Roseate Tern as Threatened. The U.S. Department of Interior lists the northeastern population as Endangered and the Caribbean population as Threatened, and the global status of the Roseate Tern is considered ‘near Threatened.’
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http://www.birdwatch.co.uk/website/images/stories/galleries/editorial_features_identification/fullsize/0606-roseate-tern-id-plate.jpg
http://www.birdwatch.co.uk/website/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=347&Itemid=102 
