<1> typical male adult Mallard in breeding plumage





Male with iridescent green head, rusty chest, and gray body. More:

· Large dabbling duck with
· Black hind end with white tail

· Silvery-gray sides 

· Bright yellow bill with black "nail" on tip
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<2> typical female adult Mallard
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     Brownish all over with mottled streaking of buff, white, and dark brown. 

     Face paler than body. 

     Dark line through eye. 

     Dark streak on crown. 

     Belly pale. 

     Tail whitish. 

     Undertail pale. 

     Bill orange or yellow marked with variable splotches of black. 

     Legs red-orange.    
*Mottle - An irregular arrangement of spots or patches of color.   

Ref: http://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/spp_photos.aspx?spp=2&sppid=329&keepThis=true&TB_iframe=true&height=488&width=875
<3> eclipse male Mallard
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· Males enter eclipse plumage in late summer

· Bright yellow bill

· Faded chestnut breast

· Dark blue wing patch

<4> Male Mallard x American Black Duck hybrid
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· Dark-bodied

· Partially green head

