Brown-Headed Cowbird (Molothrus ater) — The brown-headed cowbird is a bird of farms, fields and woods edges. Males have black bodies and brown heads; females are brownish gray. Seeds of grasses and weeds, plus waste grains, make up about half of the birds’ diet in summer and more than 90 percent in winter. Cowbirds also eat insects, particularly grasshoppers, beetles and caterpillars. In the past, cowbirds followed bison herds on the Great Plains, where they were known as "buffalo birds."

In spring, the male cowbird displays for females by fluffing up his body feathers, spreading his wings and tail, and singing a bubbly glug-glug-gleee. The species builds no nest. The cowbird is a brood parasite: The female lays eggs in the nests of other birds who, guided by their instincts, raise the young cowbirds as their own. Ornithologists believe that cowbirds did not live in forested Pennsylvania before European settlement, a theory bolstered by the fact that few of our native songbirds have evolved defense behaviors against its parasitism. Today, cowbirds are common breeders statewide, mainly in farmland and in areas where development has fragmented the forest, giving them access to the nests of woodland birds. Cowbirds have been reported to parasitize more than 220 different species. In the Northeast, cowbirds particularly plague warblers, vireos, flycatchers, finches, thrushes and sparrows.

A female cowbird will sneak in to a nest that is temporarily unoccupied, quickly lay an egg, and fly off, sometimes after removing or eating one of the host’s eggs. Cowbird eggs are whitish, with brown and gray spots. Young cowbirds, hatched and fed by the host parents, grow rapidly; they monopolize food and may even crowd the other young out of the nest. Juvenile cowbirds fledge 10 to 12 days after hatching. In one study, a successfully raised cowbird caused a reduction in the brood of a host pair by only one fledgling. Other ornithologists cite cowbird predation as a major factor — along with habitat loss — in declines of many species, including the wood thrush. A female cowbird may lay up to 40 eggs in one season; of these, two or three will yield young that ultimately mature to adulthood. Cowbirds migrate in large flocks in spring and fall. They winter mainly in the southern states and in Central America. Often they share huge winter roosts with starlings and other blackbirds.

http://www.pgc.state.pa.us/pgc/cwp/view.asp?a=458&q=150440
European Starling (Sturnus vulgaris) — Of the starlings that are alive in January, about half die in the coming year, with one third of the deaths happening in January and February. The average adult’s life span is one and a half years.

-- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- --

Lifespan of Birds

So, the answer to our question is that most adult small birds in temperate regions such as ours live for between 1¼ and 1½ years, but that only about 10-20% of young reach adulthood. Big birds, seabirds and tropical birds can live much longer.

So most small birds in temperate regions can mate once and give brood(s) for the one season year.  Next year, most die.  Before they can mature and able to reproduce, the mortality is even higher (80-90%) .

In other words, 

· adult mortality (q1) is about 0.6 = life expectancy at age 1 (e1) is 1.1 years.  

· Infant mortality = 0.8 - 0.9.

Usually, egg -> nestling is not included in infant mortality.  Nestling -> fledging -> adult takes about one year and this is the base period for infant mortality.

http://www.countrysideinfo.co.uk/bird_lifespan.htm (very good!)

-- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- --

http://search.barnesandnoble.com/booksearch/isbninquiry.asp?r=1&ean=0292777388

